Summary*

Microstories: When Fifty Words is Enough is a compact, deeply personal collection of fifty-word
prose poems by Dan Dana that blends memoir, reflection, philosophy, and social witness.
Framed as a continuation of the author’s multi-form life writing, the book moves through
private memory, family devotion, aging, love, grief, and the effort to make meaning from a life
nearing its later chapters. Rather than tell one continuous story, it offers a series of brief,
emotionally charged glimpses that together form a portrait of a mind looking back, taking stock,
and speaking plainly about what matters.

The collection’s form is part of its meaning.
Dana treats each piece as a deliberately
compressed “microstory,” often
metaphorical and incomplete, leaving room
for the reader to supply the unseen
backstory and emotional depth. Some pieces
are rooted in intimate domestic life, such as
tributes to his wife, remembrances of his
parents, and reflections on fatherhood,
grandfatherhood, and marriage. Others are
meditations on writing, minimalism,
impermanence, and the desire to leave
behind a small but honest trail for future
readers.

At the same time, the book reaches outward
into history and public life. Several
microstories respond to war, genocide,
authoritarianism, political decline, and the
fragility of democracy, especially in the
context of the author’s moral alarm about
contemporary events. Dana frequently
contrasts tenderness with menace, humor
with dread, and personal privilege with
human suffering. The result is a collection that is both autobiographical and civic-minded, using
brevity to sharpen emotional impact and moral urgency.

DAN DANA

Ultimately, Microstories is a book about distillation: distilling a long life into precise language,
distilling experience into image, and distilling truth into exactly fifty words. It invites readers to
complete what is left unsaid, to recognize their own fears and hopes in the gaps, and to see
how a small form can carry large consequences. The collection asks not only to be read, but to
be coimagined, turning each fragment into a shared act of witness.
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